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Harriet Earle, MD

Florence E. Collins, MD =

Texas claims the honor of having the
first state medical organization to
admit a woman into membership =1 |1
© without a dissenting voice. g

;r In 1887, Florence E. Collins, MD, = = ]

woman to join the Texas State

«
Harriet
Medical Association.

Harriet “Hallie” Earle, MD, was the only

Claudlia Potter, MD

woman in her graduating class in 1907

- 1; P 9 f:": . r-‘.‘. i i . at Baylor University Medical School in Claudia Potter, MD, graduated from The University of
= -»_-.II 2 oy / ;' . o = P < e — Dallas. At the age of 40 in 1920, her : Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) in 1904. She became a
e 4 R (LA LL TRMER S RASUL I-'-h'\i_l - income as a doctor was $2,226.79. Dr. : s : . ; pioneer in her spccialty, anesthesiology, and the first
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Earle carried a gun in her car when she physician in Texas to use nitrous oxide as an anesthetic.

Early nursing schools | in Texas were tun by hospitals that established them made rural house calls. She was the first

i ~ without cons;stcncy, in thc- quallt’v of lrau}mg In 999 Louise Dietrich led _
Al crusade to JP‘ass a law standardxzmg nursing St aZal | Jin ]9.2.3 the Nurse y
P ctLICe Act was passed and Miss Dlp’mch was appomtcd to the ,fxrst_

as 'B‘oard of Nurse Examldérs. i - f

female physician in Waco in 1915, and

Ray K. Daily, MD, gradu-
ated from UTMB in 1913.
She shared an ophthalmology
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practice with her husband

e es Toland, MD, served with Roosevelt’s Rough

and son and taught clinical
ders as an army contract nurse in Cuba during the 8

' -~ ophthalmology at Baylor
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Medicine in Houston. Dr.
Daily was the first female vice
president of the American

phtha'lmology
i

{ J on the hospital ship harbored at Santlago
de Cuba, September 1898.

Marie Crl S
Schaefer, MD

3, ; : -/ -l - Ve ie Charlotte Schaefer, MD, was born
13 ,l 'i."“"‘-?“;., ey T a4 ' L) S ; At g \ ’ _“ aised in San Antonio. She graduated
| H i insi HAFE rL. 2 a " IUTMB in 1900 and went on to make
Y. Ma valuable contributions to the field of
,..miéoscopy

school for nurses in Texas opened in 1890 at John Sealy Hospital in Galveston.
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ablllty to cxtracfj‘bul-lcts from her.
ients, and collected 24 bullets, oy

3= . —...._strung into a ne at she wore'
' *_h until her dca'th o8 . -2
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In the carly days, women choosing a career in medicine

Edith Bonnet, , "l
'

|
Mary Cleveland Harper, MD, wasa ‘-1
1910 UTMB graduate and served as. - E
vice president of the Bexar County
Medical Society in 1928. She practice
pediatrics in San Antonio with Edith
Bonnet, MD, the first female residcnt“
at Galveston’s John Sealy Hospital. %
Bonnet helped establish the Children’s =
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’ N\ in themselves and a desire to improve the world by

had to overcome many of the same difficulties as men,
but had the additional obstacle of gender bias. Most
paid little attention to this prejudice and found strength

| “!111"1 HHI-TH
L

A7 Moy Madison, a e black woman L tending to the sick and injured. These women had e I il
was recorded as one of the first -E'. IN ”. .HC-‘L-'-.H . *
nurses in the history of the Republic a Passion for healing. i
of Texas, arriving in Galveston g

between 1841 and 1843. |

Many of these women have been “first” in some way.

Some were native 1exans, some from other countries, i
Minnie Fisher Cunningham

but the contributions made by all of these women make = - W”’é”ﬂ?f Al of},}c'Mm;,e

them true women pioneers in Texas medicine. ' ‘ g ¥
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Black nurse tcndmg the sick at a contagion ward,

1910.

May Owen, MD, changcd

the practice of surgery Connie Yerwood Connor,

MD
Graduating from Mecharry Medical College in

when she
discovered that nonab-

sorbable talcum powder 1933,
used in surgical glovcs Connie Yerwood Connor, MD, was a pioneer in
could cause scar tissue public

when it fell into open health as the first black physician to join the

Texas Public Health Service. Dr. Connor was

wounds. Dr. Owen was - §
the first female president
of the Tarrant County

ie Delalondre Dietzel, MD
Medical Society in 1947, ari¢ Delalondre Dietze

Marie Delalondre Dietzel, MD, and her UTMB classmates at their 50-year reunion
in 1947. In Galveston, May 1896, The University of Texas President Leslic Waggener
said, “The work of a doctor or surgeon is not work for a woman.” He did not live
to 1897 to see UTMB’s first female graduate, Marie Delalondre Dictzel, MD,

“... a modest and gentle lady, d-inde i ,h-r_-' '_.-a,+.l_
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Relabaten it coiv et medichl degree from Howard

UanCI‘Slty but returned to Houston to open an
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became one of the fn‘st Mex-lean = ., .} Rut\ Eartgraves MD __ {'D

obstetrics and gynecology practice.

_Clotlldc Carcxa MD
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service tmmcal profession and to the needs of the L =i ! Ruth Hartgraves, MD’s _grandmo inspired hef" ™ ; ! LB - _'Ff
n people. - = &= 5 to become a doctor. In 1956, Dr raves was = =
k. g ‘ president of the Houston chapter _gf
5 % Medical Women'’s Assoc1atlon roup dedxc Fd
Ruth Bain, MD, graduated from I-.‘ to the recruitment of women ph crlfns in
UTMB in 1942, just at the time - _ wartime to provide public health services:
the country was contcmplating war. == [
She was elected the second female - f‘:_ ‘ifg'._”_ @3 f
president of the Texas Medical R S ﬂ_j - r , Fl
Association in 1982. = "‘___:___ . - i;ﬁiﬁﬁf
. A e Houston anesthesiologi
L : N7l '.;"__'Hr-,.; Eei Betty Stephenson, MD,
Alice McPherson . ] T } i -~ L i-f‘; was clected presiden
1 sroen. { .E._'H'?c_, : oft,blc-TexasMedj .
o By 1957, Alice McPherson, MD became the world’s A ' ? Association '!“II

first full-time retinal specialist and a ploneer in the

|fiel_d_—df ophthalmology In 1969, she founded the
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| eling exhibit, “Women in Texas Medlicine.”
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